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SAFETY ALERT

WORKING IN THE FIELD

WHAT HAPPENED

The driver was slowly driving along a bush track in a Nissan Patrol Ute. The wheel of
the light vehicle ran over a dead branch lying partially across the road.

The dead branch flicked up and drove through the plastic drain plug in the floor pan.
The dead branch then travelled through the passenger seat protruding some 150mm.

CONSEQUENCES

The branch could have easily protruded through the driver’s seat causing a fatal
accident.

The vehicle could have carried a passenger who would have sustained serious
injuries.

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS

e The Nissan Patrol was driving off road and drove over a dead tree branch lying
on the track.
The weight of the vehicle snapped the branch and the force of downwards
pressure has projected the branch through the plastic drain plug and up
through the passengers seat.

CONTROLLABLE CAUSES CORRECTED TO PREVENT RECURRENCE

e When driving on bush tracks and an obstacle is lying in the path of a vehicle,
stop if practicable to do and remove the obstacle.

e Detour around the obstacle if unable to safely remove the obstacle from the
path.

DETAILS OF INCIDENT AND LESSONS LEARNT ARE COMMUNICATED AND LEARNT
This safety alert is communicated to the other projects for their review, their own

determination whether this type of incident would happen on their site and
dissemination to their contractors.

Andrew Sharpe
Calibre HSE Superintendent
Brockman 4 Project

Forward a email copy of this incident alert to the Project Manager, Construction Manager/ Safety Advisor at all other
sites, R Munro, J Rowley and Des Shaw in Perth.




Forward a email copy of this incident alert to the Project Manager, Construction Manager/ Safety Advisor at all other
sites, R Munro, J Rowley and Des Shaw in Perth.




